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Transport in Ireland



W
hy people travel –

journey purpose

Source: CSO
 N

ational 
Travel Survey 2016
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How
 w

e travel

Source: N
ational Travel Survey
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Em
issions and Targets 

G
HG

s and Air Pollutants



N
ational GHG Em

issions Targets

✓
EU

 Effort Sharing Decision 
–

for Ireland 20%
 reduction in non-Em

issions Trading Schem
e sector by 2020

2020 –
20%

 below
 2005

2030 negotiations

✓
EU

 Paris com
m

itm
ent -non-ETS em

issions to be cut by 30%
 on 2005 levels -

Ireland’s target w
ill also be 30%

 (headline)

2050 goal

✓
Long-term

 goal of reducing greenhouse gas em
issions by 80-95%

 (com
pared to 

1990 levels)  requiring  an aggregate reduction in carbon dioxide (CO
2) 

em
issions of at least 80%

 across electricity generation, built environm
ent and 

transport sectors 
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Transport Energy U
se by Fuel



80

130

180

230

280

330
Index (100 = 1990)

Econom
y and Transport Indicators, Ireland 

1990-2015

Transport Em
issions

GDP
Total Em

ploym
ent

G
HG

 Em
ission Drivers 1990 -2015



Irish Transport G
HG

 Em
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Types and sources of air pollution



The Air Q
uality Index and Ireland

EPA
Air Q

uality Index for Health (AQ
IH) 

1-10 indicating air quality currently in 
your region and w

hether or not this 
m

ight affect
the health of you or your 

child. The AQ
IH is calculated every hour. 

http://w
w

w
.epa.ie/air/quality/index/



EU
 Em

issions Ceilings v W
HO



In fact the issue is m
ore local…

•
In London, 802 out of 3261 
nurseries, prim

ary and 
secondary schools and higher 
education colleges, are w

ithin 
150 m

etres of nitrogen dioxide 
pollution levels that exceed 
the EU

 legal lim
it of 

40µg/m
3(40 m

icrogram
s per 

cubic m
etre of air)

•
That’s 1/3 of nursery schools, 
nearly 20%

 of prim
aries and 

18%
 of secondary schools in 

the capital in areas w
here toxic 

levels of nitrogen dioxide 
threaten children’s health



Im
pact on cyclists and cycling…
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Em
issions Decline 2008 -2012



Em
issions G

row
th 2013 -2015



Policy Response





W
hy is diesel a problem

?



Car fleet transition…

2017



W
hat about buses?



W
here to now

?


